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DECISION

The Head of the National Palestinian Authority

The Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation

Based on the decision of the Executive Committee and based on the
authority granted him

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

1) Laws, by-laws, and orders, which were in effect prior to 5 June 1967 in the Palestinian
Territories "the West Bank and the Gaza Strip", are to continue to be observed, until such
time as (the territories) will be united.

2) The regular Muslim and ethnic courts, at all levels, are to continue to operate based on
the accepted laws and by-laws.

3) The regular and Muslim court judges and the members of the prosecuting offices will
continue in their tasks, each in his respective sphere of authority, in accordance with the
laws.

4) This decision is to take effect as of today, will be delivered to all those who are to carry
it out, and will be publicised in the official newspaper.

Tunis, the Ninth Day of Thu Al-Hijjah, 1414, 20 May 1994

Yasser Arafat
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organisation
Head of the National Palestinian Authority

(Translation of an announcement which appeared on page 4 in the daily Al-Quds, on 24
May 1994)



Relevant Clauses from Article VII of the Agreement on the
Gaza Strip and the Jericho Area

1. The Palestinian Authority will have the power, within its jurisdiction, to
promulgate legislation, including basic laws, laws, regulations and other legislative acts.

2. Legislation promulgated by the Palestinian Authority shall be consistent with the
provisions of this Agreement.

3. Legislation promulgated by the Palestinian Authority shall be communicated to a
legislation subcommittee to be established by the CAC (Joint Civil Affairs Coordination
and Cooperation Committee) hereinafter "the Legislation Subcommittee”. During a period
of 30 days from the communication of the legislation, Israel may request that the
Legislation Subcommittee decide whether such legislation exceeds the jurisdiction of the
Palestinian Authority or is otherwise inconsistent with the provisions of this Agreement.

9. Laws and military orders in effect in the Gaza Strip or the Jericho area prior to
the signing of this Agreement shall remain in force, unless amended or abrogated in
accordance with this Agreement.



